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the Imported products of the West Indies had no
rivals except those from India and the Far East.
The Islands having been the theatre of several
recent wars involving capture and recapture
many times over, the planters and merchants
had come to regard the rights and duties of
belligerents and neutrals as absurd restrictions
on legitimate commercial enterprise. They were
now ignoring the effect of the Treaty of Versailles
on the Navigation Laws, by which the Americans
Colonies,, having become independent, American
sMps were no longer entitled to trade with
British colonial possessions.
This state of affairs was openly connived at by
the naval Commander-in-Chief, Sir Richard
Hughes, the Governors of the Islands, and the
Custom House officials, all of whom sympathised
with the merchants' point of view and had no
\vish to stir up trouble. Xelson, however, who
as yet had no social ties ashore, drew Hughes's
attention to the Admiralty Statutes which
included the Navigation Laws, (notably 7 8
William III, cap. 22)5 and procured from Mm a
order to cam*           Into effect. With
he went to St. Kitts,         as
ordering American ships away From
the island.   The merchants, thoroughly
petitioned Hughes to allow the American trade
to continue as before, with the result          on
December, Hughes gave Nelson
to the effect that American                  be
to trade with British Islands subject to the discre-
tion of the Governors         Presidents. Nelson
repied in writing he would not be sub-
servient to the will of any governor, nor co-operate